
 

Region 5 Conference 
 

Schedule at a Glance 
 

Friday, October 10, 2014 
 

Session 1      8:15 a.m. to 9:05 a.m. 
Session 2    9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. 

 
General Session 

Matthew Crawford 
Shop Class as Soulcraft:  An Inquiry into the Value of Work 

10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
 

Lunch and Networking 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

 
Session 3    12:45 p.m. to 1:35 p.m. 
Session 4      1:45 p.m. to 2:45 p.m. 

 
Diesel Equipment Diagnostics:  The Future 

12:45 p.m. to 2:45 p.m. 
 
 

All sessions will be held in the 
Gillette College 

Technical Education Center (TEC) 

 

  



Session 1 – 8:15 a.m. to 9:05 a.m. 

Use It; Don’t Teach It: Creating Writing Assignments for non-English Classes 
Most non-English people get a little panicky when they think about adding writing assignments to their classes.  After all, they 
aren’t English teachers, so why should they teach writing?  This workshop gives a somewhat surprising answer to that question.  
Participants will leave this workshop with at least one meaningful writing assignment they can comfortably assign to students. 

Presenter:  Chuck Denny, NWCCD 
Room TEC202 

Getting What You Want Out of Student Writing: Using Rubrics to Set Clear Expectations 
When instructors are unhappy with what they get back from students, the issue isn’t always the students’ writing ability.  
Instructors will learn how to incorporate 6+1 Traits into rubrics that will help increase student understanding of assignments and 
help instructors get what they want out of student writing.  

Presenter:  Jess Bank, NWCCD 
Room TEC206 

 Student-led Completion Initiative 
PTK Students have taken the initiative to commit to completion and encourage others to do the same. 

Presenters: PTK students and advisor Beth Walker, NWCCD 
Room TEC126 

Discover what is new in Career Tech Education laboratories 
Join Jed Jensen, Dean of CTE, NWCCD, for a tour of the welding, diesel, industrial electric and machine tool laboratories to discover 
how NWCCD has mixed the best of industry environments and educational assistance.  The tech programs use industry-standard 
equipment, some donated by industry, to prepare students for the work environment.  They also extend the learning opportunities 
with educational simulators and trainers.    

Guide:  Jed Jensen, Dean of CTE, NWCCD 
Meet at Information Counter 

 
Session 2 – 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. 

Understanding the unique challenges of our student veterans 
We welcome returning veterans to our colleges and our educational programs.  Colleges that understand and meet the unique 
challenges faced by veterans will help them feel welcomed and be successful.   

Presenter:  Marty Martinez, University of Wyoming 
Room TEC213 

Industry & Education - A winning combination for employees. 
The mining industry requires workers with varied and technical skill sets. Partnerships with local industries can create lasting bonds 
for the employees and the employers.  The Mining Technology AAS Program was developed with two grants from the DOL.  
Students are involved in delivery design and schedule and demonstrate a high rate of persistence. 

Presenter:  Rob Livingston, NWCCD 
Room TEC202 

The CHEO Project:  Transforming the Healthcare and Education Industry 
The CHEO (Consortium to put Healthcare Education Online)  project has allowed students access to healthcare education programs 
online.  This group encompasses 5 states, 7 community colleges, 3 NANSLO lab hubs, open educational resources, and career 
coach.   

Presenter:  Dawn Puente, Laramie County Community College (WY) 
(TAACCCT 1) 

Room TEC206 
Big Data, Big Decisions:  Connecting Programs to the Local Economy 
In 2012 the Aspen Institute guide placed tremendous importance of linking college programs to serve the needs of the local 
economy.  This presentation will cover the data processes and tools that will connect programs to the local economy. 

Presenter:  Gabriel Rench, EMSI 
Room TEC106 

 

  



Session 3 – 12:45 p.m. to 1:35 p.m. 

Why Write?  Creating Writing Intensive Courses for Technical Students (and others) 
This workshop will equip teachers to use writing effectively in any kind of classroom. The workshop will stress the importance of 
writing as a tool for learning and a tool for assessment, it will help participants understand how to create useful writing 
assignments, and finally, it will help participants evaluate the writing that they receive from their students.  

Presenter:  Sarah SInclair, NWCCD 
Room TEC126 

Using Project Lead the Way (PLTW) to Address STEM Skills 
High school instructors in biomedical science and pre-engineering will explain what and how they teach the curriculum and the 
benefits of PLTW for their students.  Over 4,700 schools in all 50 states have adopted the hands-on activities, projects and problem-
based curriculum. 

Presenters:  Laura Turner, Jami Cone, Brandon Cone, Michael Schultz, Campbell County School District 
Room TEC202 

Workforce and Economic Development for Rural Areas through TAACCCT Supported Efforts:  The RITA Experience 
The presentation will cover the opportunities and challenges of developing and implementing a grant to provide critical information 
technology skills such as cybersecurity, networking, and application development to rural areas. 

Presenter: Michael J. Olesen, Pine Technical and Community College (MN) (TAACCCT 3) 
Room TEC206 

Strengths & Challenges for Academic Advising in Two Year Community Colleges 
Join the discussion of critical issues in advising.  Learn from advisors as we share concepts and strategies for: Advising Models, Role 
of Advising, Creating an Advising Syllabus, Credit for Prior Learning (CPL) and designing an Educational Plan for Adult Learners, 
Veteran/Military Students and 1st Generation Students.  

Presenters:  Beth Walker, Kirstie Auzqui, Gina Kidneigh & John Sutton, NWCCD 
Room TEC120 

Teaching with Technology for CTE Instructors 
This workshop provides an overview of how instructors can get started integrating technology in their classrooms.  Participants will 
learn some key ideas and methods to begin utilizing technology for web-enhanced, hybrid, and full only courses. 

Presenters: Tracy Dearinger, Duane Fischer, Sara Spann, NWCCD (TAACCCT 3) 
Room TEC213 

 
Session 4 – 1:45 p.m. to 2:45 p.m. 

Why Write?  Creating Writing Intensive Courses for Technical Students (and others) 
This workshop will equip teachers to use writing effectively in any kind of classroom. The workshop will stress the importance of 
writing as a tool for learning and a tool for assessment, it will help participants understand how to create useful writing 
assignments, and finally, it will help participants evaluate the writing that they receive from their students.  

Presenter:  Jane E. Wohl, Ph.D., NWCCD 
Room TEC202 

Non-traditional program scheduling and employer engagement 
This faculty panel will discuss the benefits and challenges for faculty, students and employers of using accelerated, hybrid and non-
traditional schedules.  Programs include Mining Technology, Industrial Electric and Diesel Technology.   

Facilitated by Jay Lindsay, TAACCCT 1 Director  
Faculty Panel:  Rob Livingston, Ray DeStefano, NWCCD 

Room TEC206 
Video Tips and Tools for a Flipped or Hybrid CTE Course 
Video is all around us!  …on our phones, on social media, and in the classroom.  Join this session to see demonstrations of Camtasia, 
Collaborate, Smartboards, E-beam, and YouSeeU, and review best practices in educational video production and use from the Kahn 
Academy, YouTube and Blackboard. 

Presenter: Susan Grant, NWCCD  (TAACCCT 1 and 3) 
Room TEC213 

Understanding Financial Aid to Ensure Student Success 
An experienced financial aid director will help faculty and those who work closely with students understand how financial aid can 
impact student success.  Discussions include how attendance affects Title IV Aid (Pell grants and loans), financial aid literacy, default 
and helping students stay in good standing throughout their education. 

Presenters: Kristen Gast & Shannon Eskam, NWCCD 
Room TEC120 


